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Abstract The PB-carotene ketolase gene (bkt) and P-carotene hydroxylase gene (crtR-B) from
Haematococcus pluvialis were codon-optimized and transferred to Synechocystis sp. PCC 6803 genome
by natural transformation method. High performance liquid chromatography analysis showed that cells
transfected with bkt gene produced canthaxanthin, while echinone decreased; the cells with crtR-B gene
produced adonixanthin, while zeaxanthin was reduced. The results showed that the exogenous B-carotene
ketolase converted echinone to canthaxanthin and the exogenous B-carotene hydroxylase converted
zeaxanthin into adonixanthin. In this paper, the pathway of astaxanthin biosynthesis in Synechocystis sp.

PCC 6803 was constructed by metabolic engineering strategy, which laid a foundation for astaxanthin

production in Synechocystis sp. PCC 6803 with metabolic engineering.
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I HIs A% 1 ST, e iR 58 A ik IR AL e Y
W, HARRIEEE RS EMRE PCC
6803 & I AETE B-BIEE IS 3R A I iy e AL
B-HHEE DR IGHE LT, AH AN GEKe i A e 1 —
WAL TNIEYE B-BA% b =2 1LEE (B-Carotene
Hydroxylase, CRTR-B)"*'"*'th gtttk B-#1%s &
AT KTI R R, (ERAELLERES, B-1E
I ZX L B (B-Carotene Ketolase, BKT) "M AT LA
AL B-BA% N REALIGIGIEEE, Rt — DA
AT, P DMEA B S AR U AN 2 B-
WA D E AL AT DAL B-1% DRV E
KR, JHEAA TN K.
ik — L W] bkt FERIHN creR-B FE A e
LA RN, ASCoakE 7ok 5 A ZLEREER] B-
BAEE N WAL B IE R (bhe) A1 B-HHES |~ IR AL
B (ertR-B) » FFAESENLIEE PCC 6803 HEiL, S
BIx B R b AU, A3
WEIE 25 R NiE— DI B bke FERIFD crtR-B JE A
e K HAEINLHIBEE 1 07, oAt FE
(LR DGt AL IV EN P W N AW Ipe S Ei e

2 HRSHE

2.1 EBE PCC 6803 pyiE 5
LR PCC 6803 4 H v [E Bl 24 Bt ik /K i Fh

p5S1285UD-bkt

7.8 kb

Gm

i, %5 FACHB-898. fiif] BG11 57 F4E
I3 PCC 6803, Hi7RimfE A (30+£2)C, SGlEsRAEL
9 50 pmol photon/(m*s "), J&/mE A HAN 12 W12 h.
22 [EREEBAEMEE

Yo, YRR 4 DNA RBGAF& K
EEAY), HhE) RN PCC 6803 &4
DNA; )5, #FH K E DH-50 (Invitrogen,
H[E) 17T DNA FEFERITRAEE, FEAE 37 C.
160 r/min #IKHP R TR, &m0 H 40 5k
DNA PUd$2 RO & (Rl T, A E) JIREE
R

MRIEEE L EE PCC 6803 00T i MExt >k H
N AEZLBREER bkt FE[K] (GenBank: AY603347.1)
Ml crtR-B 3P (GenBank: AF162276.1) 4T
ATtk , RACIEH) bkt FERAT creR-B FE A
H GenScript 2 & &l p5S1285UD-bkt J5ifi Al
pSKTI1T2-crtR-B Jiu ki 18 WL 1. M3 [E [ 57
HEWFARAS B 0 W (https://www.nebi.nlm.nih.
gov/) FREL LRI LR 741, H Primer 5.0 FfFi%
oy, ARSI EE 1B &
BV EDEARF IR AR A B -
2.3 &BEE PCC 6803 BI5E L AR HR Y ik

B R A TR HUAE K R R PCC
6803 ik, FLAE 730 nm 4L (Optical
Density, OD){EZ14 0.6, f#HHBEER BG11 £

crtR-B

pSKTI1T2-crtR-B

7 kb

T1T2

B 1 p5S1285UD-bkt 1 pSKT1T2-crtR-B [F i [EiL

Fig. 1 Plasmid maps of pSS1285UD-bkt and pSKT1T2-crtR-B
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Table 1 Primer sequences used in this study

CIkvEZ S B IRF51(5'-3") i
psbA2-F CTTCATATGCCGCGGATGACAACGACTCTCCAAC ) o
T psbA2 TUFRVERE
psbA2-R AGTGAGCTCTTAACCGTTGACAGCAGG
Popar-F GATGTCGACGCTTTAGCGTTCCAGTG ) o
F I psbA2 JAENT
PR CATTTGGTTATAAT TCCTTATGTAT
P pesso-F GATGTCGACGCTTTAGCGTTCCAGTG . L
YHE cpes60 JABhF
Ppess-R CATTTGGTTATAATTCCTTATGTAT
crtR-B-F ACACCTCGCACTGGACCCT \
1 crtR-B RN
crtR-B-R GTATAGCGTGATGCCCAGCC
bkt-F CAATCTTGTCAGCATTCCGC )
FH bk R
bk-R CAGGAAGCTCATCACATCAGAT
1285U-F ATAGAGCTCTTTAGTGAAAAAAFATTGAC o \
1285 b/ Ui AU A6 )
1285D-R ATAGAGCTCGTCATCAGCCAGCAAAATTGC
bkt/RT-F GGAAGCAGCAGCCTATTACA )
Kl bke (G5
bkt/RT-R ACTCGTCTTTGCCCTGAACC
crtR-B2-F TCGGACCTCCTCCTCACCTACA )
K crtR-B 5
crtR-B2-R GACTCGTGCCAGATTGCCTTGT
TIT2-F TCAGGTACCTTCGATCGTTAGCGCCAA )
Kl T1T2 40ET
TIT2-R TCAGTCGACATGGGGATCAGCGCTAAAT

FRIL A IR E E 0D, =2.5, %M. ¥ bk
15 3 (10 ORI I 1 AR B 103 O e Ak 2 AL R AT
AN . fESA S pg/mL BOREZF A 25 ng/mL
R RN BG BRI 1, XL E 4
fi# PCC 6803 7l AT k. RN, #i1k
WIUG Bk p5S1285UDM I pSKT1T2M iy % A8
PR R xt FE A
24 SRTHRHIIEIE

X T RAKE A DNA /KFIRAE, $HREUEE M i
PCC 6803 BFA TN TRALREL R 4H DNA, 1l 5
& W% % B (Polymerase Chain Reaction, PCR)
B E B P BRI NSO, 5IYIWER 1.

B, JefEHEY RNA &I &
(Omega, 1) FEELENE PCC 6803 Hf A4l
FIRARE S RNA; A, BT cDNA &K
A& COEEAY, FED ¥ mRNA RE5HN
cDNA; fJi, LA cDNA 1A, 555149
bkt-RT-F/bkt-RT-R FI crtR-B2-F/crtR-B2-R ¥ 5 bkt

FLRIFN crtR-B HE R RNA /KPR35
2.5 AKiiZaINE

BUAE T 8 K S e, RS B ah e p
WRE OD,y 164 0.5, F 24 h BUFE 1 Ik, FE4HT
Tu-1810 E 4N EETHIE ODyy 18, A
thek. Horb, SIS R4 AR E 3 A PAT.
26 BESH

ASAEFHBISEEAEE N 2 hRAEMSIEE Sigma (F
) . 20 Baroli %" {179, FAEIIRI(E,
Jfi# 3 Thermo Fisher UltiMate-3000 ¥ AH (4554
(e & UV-1] WLAG I #%) X €8 2 HE4T 40 B A1 48 5E
Horp, i H C18 KAHME, Acclaim 120A
(5 umX 4.6 mm X250 mm) . JiENAH LB S5
AU DA St FEE 5 B0 I T) 359 2 R SR (18 1 11 7 9%
WIE
27 Sitath

A SInE S 3 K, BIRERRA 3 IR
SPYE bR ZE . H SPSS BAFIHEAT(E AR
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M. M P<0.05 B, INATESG 2 EEA B
=R,

3 HERSSMH

31 RTHRIMEFEE

A S R g ) R IE Ak p5S1285UD-
bkt #1 pSKTI1T2-crtR-B WK 1 Fix. Hr,
p5S1285UD-bkt Jiikir & 47 1 000 bp i [F] U5 &
(1285U, GenBank: NC 017277.1) #1 1 000 bp
SRR (1285D) , FHAHH M pFastBacl Jiifi
(Invitrogen) b [ P K 55 28 P HE RIAE ik b
W3R . 7E pSKTI1T2-crtR-B ki, P,y i
T FEH G D) PpyurF/P R F K psbA2 FFIK
e SEHEVE N bR RIEE . 54, 7E pSKTIT2-
crtR-B J5URL P DA IR 85 31 U R 3 R ik 6
W, @t RIEE, KA PCR
CoAN S W B YPN A= Rt o [ o 2 S
RAREE 2 DNA H AN T F1 & 5 34T (R R =
o MfEH S 1285U-F/1285D-R it #AN [ Y5
AL BB AT RIS, 7 bkt-Gm FEBRE R 1
T 4.9 kb k407, T AEXT FUZH A 1
2.0 kb 2571 (Kl 2(a)), K bkt-Gm RAZRE AL
B Gm BRI bkt FERI ) AR BE DR R0k & D 4 %
HHHRAH DNA . AR, & 2(), A5l

a®
Marker 4] W WT

5000 bp
3,000 bp

2000 bp
1500 bp

1000 bp

(a) bkt-Gm FEZLHK ) PCR %558

WU P o F/P 0RO HEAN [ UEAZ 4 v BCBEAT R 56
i, 7E crtR-B-Kan 5878k h 338 T 4.1 kb
Zitr, AR BRAL Y 1.5 kb 447, IXR
W] crtR-B-Kan SRR EEF4H DNA th & 54
THE crtR-B 3EFM Kan FEF 1) 405 3 K R
kg FR, WP RWEW, crR-B HERFM
bkt FER OB G BIEEMEE PCC 6803 KA
DNA 1,

RT3t BIGAIE bkt FERFN crtR-B FEIR 5%
AKPRIRIE, MEFA R RS IR IS RNA.
MK 3 s, £ bkt-Gm FEARA crtR-B-Kan 5%
A5 Rk oy BT 1 AR R bkt FEDNAN ertR-B A
FIKZ) 410 bp Fl 258 bp (46T, TAEXTIRLLH
WA SR A7, ULHEEG BIRR A A1) bhe B

0:"\
¢ @‘b’\k
Marker %I 1 W o2 &
750 bp
500 bp
400 bp

300 bp
200 bp
100 bp

WEHE 1. BN KL pSS1285UD MIZRAR MR XTI 2. B N kL
pSKTIT2 M58 Hk
El3 RNAKTEE

Fig. 3 The identification of mutant in RNA level

0~“\.
o

&
Marker 4] WT &

5000 bp
3.000 bp
2000 bp

1500 bp

(b) crtR-B-Kan 245 #k 1) PCR %52

B AP RERR 2 (xR WT: B ZE AR 38 PCC 6803
E 2 DNAKTLE

Fig.2 The identification of mutant in DNA level
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KA1 criR-B FER# e % . IX KW, bkt FERHM
crtR-B F:[H 56 4 NI PCC 6803, HHA
RIETEME, bkt-Gm RAZFRF crtR-B-Kan 75k
WYAFE S50
32 EEEAFHTERNEKER

T REIEEN bkt FERAN crtR-B FE R 2 5 %6t
FERR VAR = A, AR SR T B AR A R
WRIEIE R TR A TAERER. B4 4158
N, BPAE BRI SRR AR KRR, RN
bkt FERIFN creR-B FER W 55 B8 i AR K IR A B

AR

351 _emEm .
I X HE 1 7 —\\.- m
30 F —a—bkt-Gm ey =
v— XTHE 2 .f":_'l ¥ -
25 F @ crtR-B-Kan /X
& 20F A
3 I g
L5 i
e
1o} 3 : : -
I o
05 w—¥
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Irf[A] (d)

VE: BRZEHEN 3 ICEE S T I E bRtk 1R 22

4 EEEFEHTHER., bk-Gm REHRN

crtR-B-Kan SREHEHIAE K 12k
Fig.4 The growth curve of wild strain, bkt-Gm mutants

and crtR-B-Kan mutants under normal condition
33 FEBENRTHHNERESR

151 WO AR L1 (High Performance Liquid
Chromatography, HPLC) 45 5% (K 5) B
N, bkt-Gm RARTETMER, K&
K (1.38+0.07)mg/g, HUEEMHE & THEN
(7.72+£0.29) mg/g. B-HE PESEFHN
(13.124£0.49) mg/g (3K 2); 1M crtR-B-Kan FEAFRkH
Rl 4 AR, HS 208 (0.9840.04) mg/g,
HEXRFERGTE TN (4.18£0.09) mg/g. B-#
W NRSE NN (12.80+£0.14) mg/g (£ 2) .

[’}
[=)}

B N P |

LR E: 20 TR ER: 3. MM 4 sl 5 4R a

K crtR-B-Kan

6. HE/IHER: 7. -9 bR
5 HPLC 5k B /5% PCC 6803 B4R, bht-Gm T8
AR criR-B-Kan SRERRSEHIAE &

Fig. 5 HPLC analysis of pigment production from the
Synechocystis sp. PCC 6803 wild type, bkt-Gm mutants and
crtR-B-Kan mutants
*k2 BEIE
Table 2 The content of pigment

bk B-HHE b & E¥/ N3 ¥ HEL
(mg/g, DW) (mg/g, DW) (mg/g, DW)
AR 14.8040.24" 53940.07 9.5340.38"
bkt-Gm 13.1240.49" 5.1240.03" 7.7240.29
crtR-B-Kan 12.8040.14" 4.1840.09 9.3540.34

VE: DW R/RTH; * P<0.05

4 ¥ i

LN PCC 6803 & —Fl B-#A% MR
il B i JE ] (GenBank: NC_000911), 4w ()
il e U (O,) 8 S8 1ok Ak C4 ALY B-
BN, B-m R N 2 I B B-
B N R IR I N AL
(BKT) oA g — Al B-81% b & M Ea R i B A
HIFIZhREMEE, 25 B-W% PRARINE R, &
SR EH B-TAE D REEE, (BRI |
AR, M, BKT &7E B-#A% N&EM 2 4 B-
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S LA BAR N 1 ANEEE, T -9 b &K
AR RERE AL B-HHEY NI 2 A BRI
I 1 AEE DA B IEER 2 AR SO TS
RRWY, KEWAERER BKT AT DLTE4E M5
HHOR FH VA R R 32— 25 B A 55

ML PCC 6803 H &1 B-HHE & F2Mbhl
L [A (crtR, GenBank: NP_440788.1), fi5i¥ 1
ANERIEGIN B-HA%E MR BT LI P
CRTR e B-THE D RIERE KR, HAE
MU PCC 6803 A M HEM 3. B-FHE b
F A (CRTR-B) #& —Fhok H Y A 208K (1) 1R
HRA BRI OGN, g 2 NMREESIA B-
B N ER Y, fEERE R A IR AT, CRTR-B
TSR B-EHE R B-RasE i, Rt — D
WHEKER, BEKMAERELRNTER. R
# CRTR-B fl CRTR #B##CN B-#1E N E Rk
B, {HSkEREA R AGEER p-HAE N EBRL
Bith crtR-B JEDRIwAS >, TS EE B-#AE &K
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Tk, AL R EoR, K AR
CRTR-B AJ DAESE M A SR Rt — 25
4 SRAE T

FHAE N RO AR LI RARPUR
AFRIBTIE 7R o T AS [ PR A8 7= A AN TR 6 g 11 2%
TS N R EARE IR R A
FRBFRE o TR T RIS RS MR A
AL B A R T i3k L AE & i Rt 24947 (9 2B 7=
MR, AT LRSS RIS =, 4
FREPERBAR R I R B LA

R4 M PCC 6803 23 i Nk H /i
A ST BRVEN bkt FERM crtR-B £, KF HPLC
o I 8 25 2H R B, AUk R 3 08 o R P
PCC 6803 KHEHE NERME ™ T M. A

bt J PR (1) 24 ffa 7= A2 A 25 1D () N 3 EL I 2 & R
B, ZREHZAMIERT B-BH S D 2 Fd AL B i JH
AV MR N crtR-B R IR 40 = A 4
RACF UM ER TR RS E R, RWRINE
(1) - N RIRIERR R R NS R
e ARSCEEREM, 73k B WA LLERE AN AR Y
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PCC 6803 ] B-tHE & EI(LERAI B-EHEE b REE
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PCC 6803 H12tHE b ARWMLEI, vidid 5
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